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Trump's strategy on Iran is
being tested in the House
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The House is preparing to vote Thursday on a 
war powers resolution to halt President
Donald Trump's attack on Iran, a sign of
unease in Congress over the rapidly widening
conflict that is reordering U.S. priorities at
home and abroad.

It's the second vote in as many days, after the 
Senate defeated a similar measurealong party
lines. Lawmakers are confronting the sudden
reality of representing the American people in
wartime and all that entails — with lives lost,
dollars spent and alliances tested by a
president's unilateral decision to go to war
with Iran.

The tally in the House is expected to be tight,
but the outcome will provide an early snapshot
of the political support, or opposition, to the
U.S.-Israel military operation and Trump's
rationale for bypassing Congress, which alone
has the power to declare war.

“Donald Trump is not a king, and if he believes
the war with Iran is in our national interest,
then he must come to Congress and make the
case," said Rep. Gregory Meeks, the top
Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Meeks said in his nearly three decades in
Congress, the hardest votes he has taken have
been deciding whether to send U.S. troops to
war.

The roll calls are a clarifying moment for the
president and the parties just days into the
overseas conflict that has quickly carried
echoes of the long U.S. wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

Many veterans of those wars have since run
for office and now serve in Congress.

Senators sit in their desks for
solemn vote

In the Senate, Republican leaders have
successfully, though narrowly, defeated a
series of war powers resolutions pertaining to

several other conflicts during Trump's second
term. This one, however, was different.

Underscoring the gravity of the moment
Wednesday, Democratic senators filled the
chamber and sat at their desks as the voting
got underway.

“Today every senator — every single one — will
pick a side," Senate Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer said before the vote. “Do you stand
with the American people who are exhausted
with forever wars in the Middle East or stand
with Donald Trump and Pete Hegseth as they
bumble us headfirst into another war?”

The legislation failed on a 47-53
tally mostly along party lines

Sen. John Barrasso, second in Senate
Republican leadership, said “Democrats would
rather obstruct Donald Trump than obliterate
Iran’s national nuclear program."

The legislation failed on a 47-53 tally mostly
along party lines, with Republican Sen. Rand
Paul of Kentucky in favor and Democratic Sen.
John Fetterman of Pennsylvania against.
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