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France and Germany will
dispatch warships to
Cyprus
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Cypriot officials say France will dispatch a
warship to Cyprus to help bolster the country’s
anti-drone defenses after a Rashed drone
struck a British military base on the east
Mediterranean island.

France also will send additional land-based,
anti-drone and anti-missile systems to the
country, officials confirmed Tuesday.

Germany also responded positively to a
request to send a warship, according to three
officials who spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not permitted to provide
details publicly.

The equipment will arrive in Cyprus as soon as
possible, they said.

The French military did not respond
immediately to a request for information from
The Associated Press.

The drone struck the British base, RAF Akrotiri,
shortly after midnight Monday and caused
only minor material damage to an aircraft
hangar.

Another two drones were intercepted by
British warplanes around midday Monday after
they were scrambled from the air base,
officials said.

Greece has sent four F-16 fighter jets to
Cyprus while two of its state-of-the-art
frigates are on their way.
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