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Taiwan wants to deepen its ties with Israel
despite criticism over its war in Gaza because
Israel has shown support for Taiwan
unmatched by other countries in the Middle
East, the island democracy’s foreign minister
told reporters on Wednesday.

Taiwan will be “friendly to countries that are
friendly to us," Foreign Minister Lin Chia-Lung
said.

He said that a declaration signed earlier this
year by 72 members of the Israeli parliament in
support of Taiwan’s inclusion in key
international organizations is an example of 
Israel's support.

Lin added that “Palestine is very bad to
Taiwan” because it aligns with Beijing’s “One-
China" principle, which states that there is
only one China and that Taiwan is an
inalienable part of China.

Human rights and national interests must be
aligned, Lin told journalists during a meeting
organized by the Taiwan Foreign
Correspondents’ Club.

Taiwan’s government came under criticism
earlier this year for planning a donation to a
medical center in an Israeli settlement in the
West Bank.

The International Court of Justice ruled last
year that Israeli presence in occupied
Palestinian territories including the West Bank
is illegal.

Taiwan prioritizes humanitarian
support

Asked to confirm whether Taipei has
abandoned its plan for the West Bank
donation, Lin did not give a conclusive answer.

Instead, he said Taiwan prioritizes
humanitarian support in the Israel-Hamas war,
and that Taiwanese diplomats are instructed
not to become involved in the conflict.

We provide a lot of humanitarian
aid to both sides - Lin Chia-Lung

“In fact, we provide a lot of humanitarian aid to
both sides, including the Gaza Strip and
Palestine,” Lin said.

He added that other countries can learn from
Taiwan about how to deal with China including
on gray-zone tactics, telecommunications and
data transfers.

Last week, Lin accompanied Taiwanese Vice
President Bi-Khim Hsiao in a rare visit to
Brussels, during which Hsiao urged the
European Union to boost security and trade
ties with the self-governing island.
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