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Analysis of today
Assessment of tomorrow

By: Tomorrow's Affairs Staff

Will the voice of 16-year-
olds redefine British
politics?
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The UK government announced today that it
will lower the voting age at the next general
election from 18 to 16. This move represents
the most significant electoral reform since
2014, when Scotland granted 16-year-olds the
right to vote in local elections.

The government's aim is to increase young
people's participation in the political process
and strengthen the younger generation's
confidence in democratic institutions.

This aim to increase young people's political
participation through reform and increase
their confidence in institutions was set out in
the government's Elections Bill, which states
that it is crucial to "strengthen and renew
democracy by enfranchising younger people."

Previous experience in Scotland and Wales
confirms that 16- and 17-year-olds have a
higher-than-average turnout when given the
right to vote.

An analysis of the results of the 2021 local
elections showed a turnout of almost 65 per
cent in this age group, compared to 59 per
cent in the population as a whole.

This data suggests that young people respond
positively when they feel they have a key role
in decision-making, particularly when it comes
to environmental education and digital policy
issues.

Critics within the Conservative Party point out
that this reform could favour the ruling Labour
Party, as polls show younger voters are more
likely to support progressive options.

However, the experience of countries that
have already changed electoral rules shows
that demographic changes alone do not lead to
significant shifts in voter favour.

Instead, parties are forced to modernise their
campaigns, adapt their communication
channels, and intensify their civic education
programmes.

The strategic importance of this

change

In addition to changing the age limit, the law
provides for an expansion of the list of
acceptable identification documents. In
addition to passports and driving licences,
voters will also be able to use digital versions
of ID cards and UK-issued bank cards that
display the voter's name as official forms of
identification.

At the same time, stricter controls have been 
introduced for donations from abroad, and any
payment of more than £500 must be subject to
additional scrutiny to prevent abuse by a
network of fictitious legal entities and non-
governmental organisations.

Estimates indicate that the next
electoral cycle will add up to 1.5
million new voters to the electoral
roll

The results of a survey conducted by ITV News
show a split opinion within this target group.
While 51 per cent of respondents are in favour
of lowering the electoral threshold, only 18 per
cent say they would definitely go to the polls if
they were held next week.

This discrepancy between support for reform
and intention to vote shows that the
government needs to simultaneously
strengthen youth civic and digital education
programmes to create a culture of active
participation, not just a formal expansion of
the electorate.

Demographic projections reflect the strategic
importance of this change. Estimates indicate
that the next electoral cycle will add up to 1.5
million new voters to the electoral roll.

The first test of logistical and administrative
capacity is expected in the 2026 local
elections, which will show whether the
electoral machinery is able to integrate new
voters without disrupting the electoral
process.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/c93kkg37n3kt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-33173488
https://electoral-reform.org.uk/the-government-are-introducing-a-new-bill-to-reform-elections-heres-what-we-want-to-see/
https://www.pure.ed.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/488175651/PaG_13_-_Longer-Term_Effects_of_Voting_at_Age_16_Higher_Turnout_Among_Young_People_in_Scotland_1_.pdf
https://news.exeter.ac.uk/research/new-research-casts-doubt-on-reforms-appeal-to-young-people-and-shows-labour-faces-a-challenge-holding-on-to-youth-support/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/foreign-political-donations-in-the-uk/#:~:text=Foreign%20political%20donations%20are%20banned%20in%20the,has%20said%20it%20will%20review%20donation%20rules
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-07-16/votes-at-16-half-of-16-and-17-year-olds-against-lowering-voting-age
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Responding to modern
challenges

International organisations welcomed the
British move as a step towards refreshing the
democratic process and better engaging
young people. The UK would take the lead
among major democracies.

However, global recommendations insist on
continued voter education and transparent
campaigning to protect the quality of
information young people receive.

The reform will focus the dialogue on the most
important demands of young voters: the fight
against climate change, support for green
investments, and the digital transformation of
public services.

Those under the age of 25 see
digital access to public services as
critical to political engagement

Parties seeking their support must define clear
targets for reducing carbon emissions,
increasing investment in renewable energy
sources, and improving the e-government
system.

The new electoral rules provide the UK with a
unique opportunity to show how the
democratic process can respond to modern
challenges.

Research by the Reuters Institute (Digital
News Report 2025) shows that those under the
age of 25 see digital access to public services
as critical to political engagement.

If the turnout of young people in the first
general election is above 40%, it is clear that
parties will need to adapt their campaigns and
communication channels to meet the new
demands of voters.

On the other hand, if turnout falls below 25%,
the immediate response would be to introduce
measures to make voting more accessible,
such as early and electronic voting, to remove

technical barriers and motivate the untapped
electorate.

A turning point in the UK's
political history

Young voters' influence could significantly
transform the UK political scene in the coming
years. Parties that neglect to acknowledge this
and allocate resources towards targeted real-
time opinion polls run the risk of losing out.

Only those that combine targeted campaigns
and citizen empowerment programmes will be
able to build a lasting connection with Gen Z.

Young voters' influence could significantly transform the
UK political scene in the coming years

Given the global trends of democratisation and
digital participation, a carefully implemented 
reform of the British electoral system could
serve as a model for other major democracies.

In its future analyses, Tomorrow's Affairs will
track key metrics such as the percentage of
registered voters, digital registrations, and the
number of mobilised volunteers to measure
the actual empowerment of new voters.

This moment goes beyond a mere test of
electoral administration – it will demonstrate
the resilience and adaptability of British
democracy in an age of rapid technological
change and global uncertainty.

If a significant percentage of young voters can
be mobilised following this reform, it will
become clear that the voice of the new
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https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/digital-news-report/2025
https://tomorrowsaffairs.com/battered-british-look-forward-to-a-break-from-politics
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generation is a practical pillar of any
successful public policy.

This moment can become a turning point in
the UK's political history and encourage the
continued improvement of democratic
mechanisms.
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